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to administer and force obedience to the law belongs
not to a responsible government, of which no specific
mention is made, but to the Crown, whose prerogatives
are delegated to a governor-general, a sort of viceroy
without the title, who has, to assist him, the Privy
Council of Great Britain, the King's Privy Council for
Canada and, at Ottawa itself which became the capital
in January 1858, the committee of this Privy Council,
that is to say the Cabinet or Council of Ministers. The
sovereign reserved the right of veto, and the governor-
general the right to reserve assent to bills, while an
Imperial statute in force since 1865, the Colonial Laws
Validity Act, declared in advance null and inoperative
any colonial law which conflicted with a law of the
British Parliament.

The power of making laws for all of Canada be-
longs with a federal parliament composed of an upper
chamber whose members are appointed for life and of
whom a fixed number is allotted to each province; and
of a House of Commons whose members, elected by
universal suffrage, are divided among the provinces in
proportion to their population. The representation of
Quebec was at first set at sixty-five members and this
fixed number of sixty-five served, after a census taken
every ten years, to determine the representation of the
other provinces.1

As for the provinces, they also have, within limits
determined by the Constitution, powers proper to

1 The method of distribution was changed in 1946 and each
province, including Qubeec, now has as many members In the
House of Commons as the quotient obtained by dividing the popu-
lation of Canada by the number 257 is itself contained in the
number of the provincial population.